Panniculitis of the descending colon caused by enterocolic phlebitis: a case report.
A 73-year-old male was referred to our hospital for abdominal pain, diarrhea and general fatigue lasting for 3 weeks. Physical examination of the abdomen revealed a firm mass in the left abdominal region. Computed tomography revealed a mass around the descending colon. Colonoscopy and barium enema revealed poor extensibility of the lumen with edematous mucosa, and narrowing of the descending colon with rugged mucosal surface. Because of the clinical symptoms and findings, the patient was diagnosed clinically as suffering from panniculitis of the descending colon. He underwent the left hemi-colectomy with side-to-side colo-colostomy after making of a loop ileostomy. Histological analysis of the resected colon showed an infiltration of inflammatory cells, predominantly lymphocytes, into veins and venules of the submucosa, muscularis propria and fat tissue of the colonic mesentery, with an involvement of all layers of the vessel wall. Arteries were escaped from inflammatory changes. The histopathological diagnosis of enterocolic phlebitis and venulitis was made because of these findings.